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SEES 


Dato Sacerdotibus negotio, quantum human ope potuiffent, vera difcernére. 


Tacitus. 
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F the Generality of our People, whofe Station is 
fix'd in middle Life, and who are by Nature Plain, 
Honeft, and Well-meaning, but for want of a 
due Refort to Books, and becaufe they are ata 
great diftance from the Region of State-Affairs, 
nd perfectly unacquainted with the Charaéters of the 
»yeral Aétors who at prefent fill the Stage, and with 
e fecret Springs of publick Bufinefs, cannot have fo 
lear an Account of Faéts, nor be able to form fo exact 
» Judgment of Men and Things, as_ is neceflary eyen 
or Perfons in their Station, and confider’d in their Le- 
yiflative Capacity, as they are Free Britains, born to be 
Reprefented ; if fuch Men, amidft the Hurry and Din 
of Parties, and the teazing Addreffes that are made to 
them by both Sides, fhould think they ftand in need of 
fome Faithful and Intelligent Fricnd to advife-with, 
about their Conduét and Behaviour, ina Crifis of fo 
much Difficulty, } know not where they can apply them- 
felves better, or with a fairer Profped of being fer right 
in their Meafures, as good Men and loyal Subjects, than 
by confulting the Clergy of the Church of England : For 
tho’ their more immewtate Bufinefs be the Care of Reli- 
gion, yet our refort to them in thofe Cafes, which is 
dur Duty, does not hinder us from reforting to them, 
out ofa Principle of Prudence and Diftretion, in other 
Cafes, where their fuperior Know!edge aa Fe of great 
ufe to us ; Cafes, fo nearly concerning Religion, to 
whofe particular Service both Parties lay in a very 
frong Claim, and in which the Clergy are furnith’d 
with an Ability to fet us right, and, in point of Self- 
Intereft, have the leaft Reafon of all Men to direc us 
wrong. 

The Body of our Country Clergy are placed quite out 
of the way of Ambition, and are more entirely freed 
from Dependency than any other Order of Men that I 
know. This qualifies them for an Impartial upright 

gment, not fway'd by Awe, Intereft, or Prepollef- 

on. Whatever Attacks have been made by any Fac- 
tion tpon the Crown, the Church was always fure to feel 
the fr Shock, and thro’ her Ruins they pav'd the way 
to Confufion: Hence our Cle'sy, out of regard to their 
own Intereft, are obliged to ftudy the Secular as well as 
Temporal Part of the Controverfie, the better to en- 
able them for a compleat Defence; fo that they through- 
ly underftand the Merits of the Caufe, and therefore 
can advife us: And then as a Proof of their Sincerity, 
and thar they will not deceive us, Integiity and Con- 
flincy to the Truth, are almoft as diftinguifhing Marks 
of their Order, as the Canonical Habit : For no lefs a 
Sappott than 'thefe Vertues could carry them thro’ a cor- 
hn of Years, untainted in their Principles, and 
at laft triumphing over the moft powerful and malicious 
Confederacy that ever was form’d in a Free Nation, for 
the fatal Overthrotv of any one Branch or Member of 
the Conftitition: Even among thofe of the Clergy, 
who are neateft the Court, and moft heavily loaded with 
Jependencies, there is a vaft Majority of Great and 
; , whom the worft of Times, inftead of taint- 
ing, ferv’'d only to adorn ; who bravely adher’d to their 
ines and Duty, when the Stream of Preferment 

ran violently againft them, and had almof forced its 
way into another Channel ; when, to fpeak in the moft 
¢ Terms; both the Court, the Convocation, the 

nifiry, and the Parliament were at leaft cold to their 


1 
Interefis, and they had nothing on their Side but a malt 


Remnant, the Forty thowfand that bad not bowed the Knee 
to Baal; nothing, but what the FaStian accounted Vo 
thing, the Promife of their Heaven!y Fuunder, and the 
Zeal and Piety of an Excellent Queen, which might. be 
Overfhadow’d, but could never be Extinguith’d. Such 
furprizing Condu&, which fhew’d the Elaftick Force ot 
Confcience, hath won them the AffeStions of our Peo- 
ple, hath thrown in a mighty weight to their Opinions, 
and made it as much the Duty of” good Men to Reve- 
rence their Perfons, as it is a Fafhion among the Whiys 
to fpeak Evil of their very Order. 

_ Tho’ the Poffeffions of the Clergy are not equal to 
their eng Py ohcgt ly Numbers, nor yet to the 
Dignity and Honour of the Church, at leaft in the Judg- 
ment of a kind Nurfing-Mother, who hath been graci- 
oufly pleafed to Augment them ; yet confidered in the 
Grofs, they make a large Stake in the Government; 
and are a good Motive, why thofe, who hold them, 
fhould be fincere in their Concern for the Publick, 
fince the Prefervation of the Conflitution is the only 
Security they can defire ; and why, in particular, they 
fhould’be firenuous in Afferting the Peoples Liberty, 
fince they are too delicious a Prize to cfape the extend- 
ed Grafp of a voracious Tyrant; and in Fa& no fach 
Monfter ever grew up among us, but he began the 
Feaft with fome dainty Church-Morjel or others On the 
other hand, their Revenue is fo ftinted by the Laws, 
both of God and Great Briain. that they have little or 
no roomfor Avarice, no’worldly Hopes to encourage 
their Zeal, which is therefore the genuine Effect of pure 
Principle. It is plain they have lefs to fear than other 
People ; for fetting afide the Divine Right, their Tenure 
and Title is, by our Laws, much ftronger than that to, 
any other Demefne ox Frechold in the Mland; and if 
they are Molefted, all Property and publick Security is 
at an End: Whence the Sentiments they engertain of 
the Conftitution muft be fo much the more Recaeel 
and more entirely owing toa publick Spirit, and the 
Love of their Country. Upon the whole, there is all 
the Reafon in the World to believe, that they aét more 
upon perfec Knowledge and pure Principle, than any 
other Order of Men amongft us ; and thar confequently 
fuch of our Fellow-Subjects, whofe Birth, Fortune, and 
manner of Life afford them no Opportunities of In- 
fpecting publick Affairs, or Intermedling in the Buftle 
of Parties, fo as to fix their Judgment in any tolerable 
Affurance of promoting the publick Good, cannot do 
better, as Men of Difcretion, than by going with them, 
at leaft by Confulting them, and hearing their Reafons ; 
which will not fail to direé&t them where they fhali be 
leaft liable to Error, and fo order their Conduct, that 
their Freedom, as Britains, fhall go hand in hand with 
their Duty, as Subjeit;. Our Enemies are fo fenfible of 
the weight of this Venerable Body, that they have left 
no Arts untry’d to Debafe and Corrupt it; by intro- 
ducing Men into the Firft Dignities of the Church, who 
were a Scandal to Religion it felf; by Blending the 
Order with Profeffors of all kinds of Novelties ; by to- 
menting Broils and Divifions in the Univerfities, the 
two Nurferies of our moft Holy Mother ; by Couinte- 
nancing the Enemies of our Eftablifh’d Religion, and 
by Maintaining a Hellifh Pack of little noifie Wits, and 
Villains in Print, to open their accurfed Mouths at the 
Order, to Bark at every thing Sacred, and Hen: down 
fuch of the Clergy, a3 would not deliver up to their to- 
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tacious Fangs the Holy Depofium of their Creeds, Homi- 
ites, and Articles: 

We are told irideed, that the Clergy have an Intereft 
to ferve. that they are Sticklers for their Diana, Parties 
for the Charcb; and hence thofe honeft Gentlemen, who 
fide with them are very unaccountably call'd the Charch 
Party. But is not the Church a Branch of the Conftitu- 


tion? And is it not for their Honour, that they are - 


Parties for the Conftitution? Are any fo harden‘d, as to 
difown this Party, and leave themfelves out of it ? Some 
have been fo foolifhly Impudenr to refume the Clamour 
about Abby Lands ; but who of the Briti{h Church ever 
acknowledg’d any otherChurch- Revenues, but the main- 
tainance of a Miniffring Parochial Clergy, to be Fure 
Divino ? Vf by being Papifhiy-affetted is meant a hearty 
and ftrermous Oppolition to the abominableCorruptions 
of that Church, and to all the Attempts that have 
been made, ever fince the Reformation, for replacin 

that Yoke upon our Necks, the me 4 Clergy iol 
certainly deferve thar Character: But even, they 
who raife this Clamour, if they would lay afide Cant 
and Noifé, and fhew their well-grounded Antipathy to 
Popery, by reafoning calmly againft its /dolatries, Errors, 
and Super/fition, muft be oblig’d to borrow their beft 
Arguments ftom thofe very Writers of the Engii/h 
Church, upon whom they would fix this unjuft Sufpi- 
cions For One Book written fince the Reformation againft 
the Puritans and Dijenters, 1 will name Two againft 
Popery.  Thofe Two Fnemies are moft commonly 
mentioned together ; and if the Controverfies with the 
Firf improv'd very lately in their Bulk and Numbers, 
it was in proportion to the Nearnefs of the Danger, 
which the Church had fo much Reafon to apprehend 
from that Quarter. The Diffenters do indeed Rail and 
Cant it very Heartily againit Popery; but I never yet 
met with a folid, ferious, or rational Treaty. them 
on that Subject. For Difcoarfes of this kin’ muft 
refort to the Church of England Diwines; and , ‘heir 
Account is it that the of Rome hath ¢..-. us 
over as Incurable, whilft they confider our Church as 
the Champion of what they call the Northern Herefy. 
If they have any Game left, it is by promoting under- 
hand this Rumour, which our Domeftick Foes have ta- 
ken up, whereby they would reprefent us Papift:, whe- 
ther we are fo or no, only that they might fucceed in 
Dividing us, till Pepery flips in at the Gap. They have 
alread Nbecghe about our Ruin with this Stratagem. 
The P, ifs know that moft of the Principles which the 
Whigs profefs, with refpett to the Civil Power, are bor- 
row d from the Fefuits; and for the reft, it is no fuch’ 
abfurd Matter for thofe, who only call the Church of 
Rome a Whore, to make ufe of her fecretly in that Ca- 


acity. 
. Wild I am upon this Head, give me leave to recom- 
“mend a Book to my Readers juft now publith’d, entitu- 
led, The Cafe fated between the Church of England and 


the Church of Rome; which is a A complear Epi- 
tome of the Differences between us, and Anfwers all the 


.Objeftions made to the Reformation, in as plain, di- 


ftin&; and intelligible a manner, as the meaneft Capa- 
city can ; at the fame time it pins down the old’ 
Charge of Innovation, Superftition and Idolatry, upon 
that Ohare by dear unanfwerable Reafous, by many 
Difcoveries anit rguments, perfectly New and Surpri- 
zing: Ir fhews us the clofe Correfpondence, and agree- 
ment in Principles, that hath been, and ftill is between 
the Papi's and our Domcffick Enemies, 1 have not feen 
any Author of late, who aims fo many killing Blows, 
in the way of Controverfy, againft the Spiritual Tiran- 
ny of Rome, He lws abundantly confirm d the abfolute 
eceffity which fo many of the European Powers’ lic 
under, to attempt 4 further Retormation ; and parti- 
cularly France, whofe Communion with that See, ‘even 
upon the Rowifb Principles, is little better than Politica’, 
I recommend this Book the rather, betanfe it is faid to 
bé written by a Nonjuror of Note, on purpof to con- 
virce’'a Clamorous Faction, how itreconcileable an Ene- 
the Church of Exg’and is to, the Church of Rove, 
firice even thaft Sf Het Comnumion, who have carried 
forne Principles aPaiit Government much higher than 
thieY oechir, ever ro a Miffake, fatal ro themielves and 


the Government, do yet ftand by us in the Com 
Caufe againft Popery, and are at a much greitiet Varin: Vo 
in Point of Dostupe with the Romifh Church. »), 
thofe noify Creatires of a Party, who dunus pen 
tually with a falfe Alarm, and imaginary A ppreheng.. 
of Danger from char Quarter. P ~ 

When | am direéting our Freeholders, of a] 
Rank, fo-far as they intend tobe -advis'd by othe: 
wiiere to apply themfelves with the faireft Profpea ; 































being fer right, [mut advertife them, that by reidpi;, . 
to the Clergy,everr in thefe Political Matters, ¢; 
exempt themfélves.entirely trom the imputation of |, I oo 


ing Awd andBrow-beaten out of their Liberties; { 

the Condition of the Clergy is fuch, rhar what they d 
liver on this Subjeét, muft make its way by mere ftref 
of Reafon and Conviction. inthe mean time, 1 hy 
there will be no need of putting the Clergy in mindy 
thofe Obligatiosis they lie under, td exert themfelvesq 
this Occafion. They have found, by memord. 
Experience, that the Goodnefs of any Caufe is m 
fuficient of it felf, to oppofe the reftlefs Mali, 
and unweary'd Defigns of an Inveterate Party, cog 
bining together for the Overthrow of the Conftitutioy. 
and that cho’ the Work may be done by lef Vigou 
and Vigilance, than hath formerly appear’d in ¢ 
Friends to the Church, yer ic will be of reat Ufe y 
fecure fuch a Majority, as may for ever tence the Fy 
&tion, and reduce them to a Defpair of ever rifing agi 

or ufurping the Dominion over us. | will not prefuik 
Bounds to a Zeal,which isto appear in fo honeft aCauf: 
but I think it ought at leaft to equal the Zeal of thok 
who have-given {uch glaring Proofs of a firm Refoly 
tion ro Ruin the Church ;. and if any unforefeen Aci 
dent fhould happen, the Time wil! be ill-fpent in by 
wailing the difaftrous Confequences of a fupinenef q 
neglest, that might have been fo eafily prevented. 
a moderate Computation, there are Three hundtd 
Clergymen to a County, and if each of thefe has Interel 
enough to procure Three Votes, allowing for the Rotts 
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Members, which, GOD be prais’d, are fill very.tev, S 2 
notwithftanding the many Attempts made for increafiggfimpr the 
their Numbers, thar Venerable Body will fhow theo-faN Bur x 
felves to an Advantage very much for their Honour; fimVorld, 
and make themfélves more confiderable by their Un (ilMmne Hez 
nimity, than hitherto they have been: Nor will ow [iiMot in 1 
Enemies have any reafon to blame our Sollicitarions ofmpmes 1 
this kind, fince themfelves have fo often tried to brckfigot bes 
into thisy Intereft, and when they defpair’d of mm (iMmpe Ha 
king any grear Progrefs in it, very ungeneroully chrev- Ie But. 
ned, to deprive the whole Body of the Birth-right of Miiie Foi 
their Order. A Church-Parliament will make fom Rro: 
amends for the unaccountable Proceedings iu Conv Millmnd fet 
tion: And Fleéhons will be fo much the more Fie, itful 
when they turn upon pure Principle, and are manage er fin 
by other Arts, than the Powerful Motives of the 2 HE Amo 

pry N: 


and Ez/t-India Company, by which thofe two ent oe 





tions, that fthould be wholly employ'd about a Coa: 
mon Concern, Trade, have fo entirely devoted them: fimrom } 
felves to the Service of a Fuéliomn. Never was thereiimmnce a 
greater and more mortal Blow given to the united For the 
ces of our Domneltick Encmies, than when thofe goodly rural 


Proceflions of the Clergy appear’d in the Field,and join’ 
the Coantry Gentlemen the laf Election : Waar thet 
bet Troops, at that time in fome Heart, were not able 
to fuftain, their broken and fcatter’d Remains will hart 
ly dare to, Face, or abide the Rencounter. Lam for 
Iam obliged to {peak of thefe Things in the Military 
Strain, but the Heus and Animofities which’ they have 
fomented, and feem refolved not to lay afide, muft jufiily 
the Allegory. However, I may venture to Prophe:y ot 
the War at home, and upon much better Grounds tha! 
they foretold of the War abroad, Yet one Campaign mir, pon t 
and all will be over, rion 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
This Day is Publithed, 
HE Honour and Prerogative of the Queen’s Mr 
iefty Vitdicared and Defended againtt’ the Une 
ampled hiftlence of the Author of’ the GUARDIAN: 
In a Letter fom a Country Whigto Mr.Steele.  Priate 
for John Morphew, near Starioners-Hall. Price 3 4. 
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